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position of authority all at once, and in the light
of this fact (and of some others to be produced
later on), I venture to think that if no trace can
be found of the existence of S. John's Gospel
before ISO A.D. the circumstance is purely
accidental.

Let us pass southward next to Egypt. During
the period we are discussing, and both before
and after it, Alexandria was one of the five or
six great centres of Christianity. It is a good
place to go to for information. It is near Pales-
tine, the scene of the events narrated in the
Gospels. It was celebrated for its learned men,
Christian as well as heathen. The man we shall
question here is the great writer Clement, at
this time head of the Catechetical School, i.e.
of the Christian Institute at which educated
heathen inquirers were received and furnished
with information regarding Christianity.

Clement was a really learned man. He could
quote Homer and the Tragedians, and had
Mythology at his fingers' ends. He could
understand and appreciate Greek philosophy.
Indeed, he declares that God gave the Greeks
philosophy as He gave the Jews the Law, to be
a schoolmaster to bring them to Christ. He